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EFBC’s Feline Conservation Center  

Dedicated to the Protection and Preservation of Endangered Felines 

Star Gazing at EFBC-FCC 

W ild cats weren’t the only stars on dis-
play Aug. 22 when EFBC-FCC hosted 

its first-ever Star Party & Red Light Tour. 
  
More than 95  visitors came out for special 
after hours guided tours to see our residents 
in action when the sun goes down as well as 
visit telescopes set up by the Antelope Valley 
Astronomy Club to gaze at the stars. The 
event raised more than $1,000. 
 
The guided Red Light Tours allowed visitors 
to view our cats in action without the glare 
of facility lighting. Cats react differently with 
the red flashlights as opposed to a regular 
white light. There is little reaction with the 
red flashlights.  

Continues on page 6 

Mark your calendar for Kids’ Day at EFBC-FCC on Oct. 17. This special event cen-
ters on fun and education for children of all ages. The day includes educational 
live animal presentations, games, arts and crafts, a train ride to see our tigers and 
other special surprises. A highlight of the day is always the enrichments our young 
visitors make for the cats to play with throughout the day.  

Special admission for the day is $10/adults and $7/children ages 0-12. Price in-
cludes most activities (and prizes to take home) but there is an additional charge 
for the train rides. For this day only, EFBC’s free admission member benefit will be 
suspended. Children must be accompanied by an adult(s). NO child drop-offs will 
be allowed. For more details, visit www.cathouse-fcc.org/events.html or call 
(323) 256-3793. 

Kids’ Day Returns Oct. 17 

Members of the Antelope Valley Astronomy 
Club set up for the Star Party. 
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Donations 
 
GENERAL DONATIONS: General donations to EFBC allows us to keep up with the day-to-day unexpected op-
erating expenses for new equipment and equipment repairs, increases in the food budget with the introduc-
tion of new products, and the unbelievable higher costs of drugs and medical supplies. We want to thank the 
following for their support of our general fund this last quarter: 

Betsy Bainbridge, Alice Bickers, Linda Braun, Anne Calabrese, Vicki Collins, Rod & Judy Ditzler, Jill 
Evensizer, David Forward, Tahnee Mitchell, In memory of Lesbeth Radda, Chris Tromborg, Robert & Patri-
cia Waidner; and our “Lifetime Members” Camille & Jerry Gadwood, Vicki Haneckow & Brent Prindle and 
Leo & Kathy Notenboom. 

LaZarre Wine Company of Paso Robles provided a wine tasting at 
our June Twilight Tour event. Angie LaZarre wanted our patron’s 
opinion as to a blend of wine to bottle for sale under a label where 
the proceeds will be donated to EFBC.  Lots of people provided 
their opinion. In addition, Angie present EFBC a check for $700 to 
get the program started and pledged to be back for our Septem-
ber Twilight Tour. You can check out their wines at 
www.lazarrewines.com. 

Our long time member and foster parent, George Radda, came up 
with an extremely generous way to get the word out about EFBC. 
He does consulting work and requested his compensation be sent 
to EFBC. We received a check from Yellow Matter Entertainment 
for $2,500 and George advised me this is just the start. We are 
overwhelmed by George’s generosity.   

RESTROOM BUILDING FUND: We raised $3,141 this last quarter 
for our restroom fund thanks to a matching donation challenge at 
our Follies event by Scott Pearson. Larry Purcell, Sandy Masek, 
Trina Ray, Diane Citron and Kristi Krause all donated $100. Carol 
Clark & Eric Barkalow donated $200. Scott went ahead and donat-
ed $1,000. We also received a $50 donation from Justin Smith in 
July. A big surprise came when I contacted our member Carol 

Stanley, winner of the Follies’ 1st prize raffle drawing of $1,000. She expressed that she really wanted us to 
be able to construct a public restroom and donated all of her winnings back to EFBC for this project. Thank 
you Carol! This brings the total amount in the fund to $11,844.  (Goal remains $75,000.) 

GRANTS:  

As many of you are aware, the facility lost a great number of long- time standing trees due to a beetle infes-
tation last year. We are extremely grateful to the Healey Foundation for funding our grant request in the 
amount of $11,015 for the removal of dead trees and roots, the planting of 17 new 24” box trees, and the 
installation of new water efficient irrigation systems. We already completed Phase One of this project, and 
Phase Two has been scheduled with the landscaping contractors. 

Continues on Page 3 
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A very special thank you to the David N. Cutler Foun-
dation for again providing our organization an unre-
stricted grant in the amount of $10,000. This dona-
tion came at a much needed time and allowed us to 
complete the renovations of two existing mobile 
homes. One home now serves as dedicated housing 
for visiting interns. It required being moved to a new 
location, the installation of a septic tank, water and 
propane lines, new steps, paint and interior repairs 
and furniture.  We now can host up to four interns at 
a time instead of two. The other mobile home now 
services our volunteer support staff. They now have a 
restroom, kitchen with running water, lunchroom 
and space to do their paperwork and relax between 
assignments. They will be most happy when winter 
comes and for the first time, have heat! 

BEQUESTS: Margaret Struncius remembered EFBC 
and many other organizations close to her heart 
when she did her estate planning. Our condolences 

go out to Margaret’s family and thanks for the $200 
donation. Please consider remembering our feline 
family and the work we do here at EFBC when you do 
your estate planning.   

IN-KIND DONATIONS: We thank the many people 
who contribute items to our fundraising raffles and 
auctions. Too numerous to list, but not too numerous 
to thank. 

Susan Pearson donated a fur coat (believed to be 
Arctic Fox pelts) to our museum specimens. Thank 
you Susan. 

The pools in our tiger exhibit require a lot of mainte-
nance and supplies. Thank you Kevin at SCP Distribu-
tors in Palmdale for donating 4 Bottles of E-Z CLOR – 
Mustard Algae Plus, 4 Bottles of Pool Perfect + 
PHOSfree, 4 Bottles of Clear – Natural Clarifier, and 2 
– 50lb Buckets of E-Z ClOR. Donations of supplies 
helps EFBC’s operating budget and we sincerely ap-
preciate their support. 

Continued from page 2 

Feline residents from Project Survival’s Cat Haven 
were temporarily moved to EFBC-FCC as the Rough 
Fire burning in Northern California grew close to the 
Dunlap-based haven, located near Fresno. 

On Sept. 10, staff and volunteers from EFBC and the 
Cat Haven worked to relocate 13 of the facility’s big 
cats, including a lion, leopards and jaguars. Some 
staff from the Cat Haven are staying at EFBC to help 
in the care of their cats. Cat Haven is located about 
200 miles north of EFBC. 

As of this newsletter’s publishing, the Cat Haven resi-
dents are still at EFBC, which has increased the up-
keep of the non-profit. Given the situation, EFBC has 
set up a fund to help pay for the additional overhead 
and unplanned expenses, including food, utilities and 
care for the rescued cats for as long as needed. Do-
nations can be addressed to the EFBC Cat Rescue 
Fund, 3718 60th Street West, Rosamond, CA 93560. 

EFBC Takes in Cat Haven Felines Due to Fire   

Among the Cat Haven residents evacuated to EFBC-FCC are top, 
Pintada the jaguar,  below, She-Beth, a black Asian leopard and 
Titan the lion.  
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The annual Fabulous Feline Follies 
took place Aug. 8 and raised more 
than $25,000 for EFBC-FCC.  

This year’s theme was Saving Wild 
Felines Doesn’t Happen by Magic, 
and featured Cowboy Magician 
Lincoln Bond treating guests to 
sleight of hand entertainment. 
Specialty cocktails for the evening 
were the Abracadabra Annie 
(cranberry spritzer) and the Magi-
cal Margay (mud slide). Guests 
could purchase their drinks in spe-
cial Fabulous Feline Follies hand-
painted glasses, donated by Lori 
Hands. 

Special thanks to Jeff Lee from Ste-
ve Martin’s Working Wildlife for bringing out some 
unique and interesting animal guests and to EFBC-
FCC Board Member and Director of Public Relations 
Camille Gadwood for serving as master of ceremo-
nies. Thanks also go to Eric Barkalow for once again 

leading another exciting live auction 
– and to our bidders for supporting 
the cathouse while at the same time 
winning some great items! 

More than 140 friends of EFBC-FCC 
attended the event. The $75 ticket 
cost just covers the expense for the 
tables, chairs, linens and food, so 
the funds derived to benefit EFBC 
come from other sources. These in-
clude our sponsors, raffle ticket 
sales, silent and live auction, special-
ty glasses and gift donations from 
those who were unable to attend, 
but wanted to help ensure its suc-
cess.  

We are grateful to all our sponsors, 
donors and attendees for continuing to make the 
Fabulous Feline Follies a successful and fun event. To 
see a full list sponsors and donors and to view this 
year’s Follies program, visit www.cathouse-
fcc.org/follies.html.  

Follies Celebrates the Magic of Cats  

Jeff Lee (left) introduces a Binturong to Follies guests. Also 
known as bearcat, the Binturong is a viverrid native to South 
and Southeast Asia. It is uncommon in much of its range, and 
has been assessed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List because 
of a declining population trend that is estimated at more than 
30% over the last three decades. (Source: Wikipedia.org) 

Disney artist Patrick Romandy-Simmons 
donated the program cover art. 

More 
Follies 
Photos 

P. 5  
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Follies 2015 Photo Gallery  
Left: Cowboy magician Lincoln Bond shares some tricks 
with guests.  

Second row: A guests bids on one of the many silent auc-
tion items available; our 2015 sponsors receive their 
plaques. 

Third row: Master of Ceremonies Camille Gadwood ad-
dresses Follies guests; Tara the Capuchin sticks out her 
tongue at trainer Jeff Lee of Steve Martin’s Working 
Wildlife. 
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Many visitors asked why then do cats see red laser 
pointers, which are popular cat toys? This is likely 
due to the fact that the light is concentrated in a la-
ser pointer, as opposed to a flashlight, which diffuses 
the light.  
 
A cat’s vision is quite different than a human’s and 
tests have demonstrated that they tend to not see 
the same range of colors that most humans do. Some 
experts believe cats color vision is limited to blues 
and grays, while others believe their color vision is 
similar to a dog’s, but with less richness of hues and 
saturation of colors. (Dogs cannot distinguish be-
tween red, yellow, green and orange objects.) 
 
Cats have six to eight times more rod cells, which are 
more sensitive to low light, than humans. And the 
elliptical shape of their eyes, larger corneas and tape-
tum help gather more light as well. Tapetum is a layer 
of tissue that may reflect light back to the retina and 
also may shift the wavelengths of light that cats see. 

This makes prey and other objects silhouetted 
against the night sky easier to see. The human retina, 
however, has about 10 times more cones – the light 
receptors that best function in bright lights – than 
cats do, making motion detection in bright light easi-
er for us than our feline friends. [Source: Live Sci-
ence,www.livescience.com] 
 
Joining EFBC-FCC for the evening was the Antelope 
Valley Astronomy Club, whose members set up sev-
eral large telescopes near the parking lot and shared 
the stars and galaxies with spectators. We really ap-
preciate the club members coming out and sharing 
their knowledge and love of the universe with the 
visits. To see more photos of the event visit the club’s 
Facebook page at  
www.facebook.com/avastronomyclub. 
 
This was the first time EFBC-FCC hosted this event, 
and given the turnout we hope we’ll have more in 
the future. Stay tuned! 

Continued from Page 1 

Cats of the Quarter: Black-footed Cats 
More than a year ago, EFBC-FCC introduced into its 
breeding program the Black-footed cat. The pairs that 
arrived wasted no time in breeding successfully and 
the first baby - a male named Booker - was born on 
Aug. 7, 2014. Since then, we’ve had more births of 
these tiny South African cats, the most recent was 
three kittens born June 10.  

Black-footed cats (Felis nigripes) are one of the 
world’s smallest cats and the least known of the sev-
en felid species that live in South Africa. They are very 
active at night and their territory is restricted to arid 
lands, typically in open, sandy, grassy habitats with 
sparse shrub and tree covers, such as the Kalahari 
and Karoo regions. Our Black-footed residents have 
adapted very well to hot Mojave Desert summers.  

These 2-to-5 pound cats are listed as “Vulnerable” by 
the International Union for Conservation of Nature, 
which puts their population at fewer than 10,000 ma-
ture individuals.  

One of the Black-footed kittens born in June at 18 days old. The 
yellow ball in this photo is the size of a ping pong ball for scale. 
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Stay Connected!  

Visit 
www.wildcatzoo.org 
for the latest on new 
arrivals, births and con-
struction projects.  

 

You can join our 
Google Group e-mail 
list at  

groups.google.com 
and search “EFBC-FelineConservationCenter” (no 
spaces).  

 

Our Facebook Fan Page 
is “EFBC’s Feline Conser-
vation Center.” Like us 
today! 

Renewal Time for Ralphs 
Contribution Program 

Starting Sept. 1, it was time again for our supporters 
to sign up for the Ralphs Community giving program.   

Since Oct. 1, 2014, we have received $1,233 from 
this program and it’s easy to do. 

If you shop at Ralphs, Food 4 Less, or any of the oth-
er Kroger Family stores, just register at 
www.ralphs.com using EFBC’s NPO #82845. You can 
also email community.programs@ralphs.com  to re-
quest a scan bar letter which you can take into any of 
their stores.  

By signing up, anytime you use your Ralphs card 
when you shop, a portion of your purchase will be 
donated to EFBC. Please help us maximize the bene-
fits of this program by signing up today. 

http://www.ralphs.com
mailto:community.programs@ralphs.com


 

3718 60th Street West 
Rosamond, CA 93560 

661.256.3793 voice, during operating hours  
(10 am - 4 pm Thurs.-Tues.) 
661.256.3332 recorded directions and information,  
24 hours 
661.256.6867 fax 

EFBC’s Feline Conservation Center 

Visit us at www.wildcatzoo.org 
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comments or suggestions, contact 661.256.3332. 
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Cisco the jaguar enjoys a refreshing ice treat enrichment on 
one of the many hot summer days in Rosamond. Volunteer 
Awbrea Moss generously purchased the containers and 
items to make the treats for each feline resident (more than 
70 cats). Thanks Awbrea!   


